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The Galapagos

The Galapagos Islands are famous for inspiring Charles Darwin to form his Theory of
Evolution based on the biodiversity he'd observed there. This year marks the 150th
anniversary of the publication of his "On the origin of species", and the unspoilt islands still
fascinate researchers. Some of the plants and animals that live here are found nowhere else
on Earth. Today that biodiversity is under threat from an increasing population, tourism and
invasive non-native species. The video tracks on this album retraces Darwin's first steps on
the Galapagos islands, looks at some of the species that fascinated him, and at how threats
to the environment are being managed. It also follows the day-to-day research of two
biological scientists - Beatrix Schramm, who tries to get a faecal sample from a Giant Tortoise
to learn more about what triggers them to mate, and Martin Wikelski who studies marine
iguanas and the problems they face as a result of their choice of food. In the audio track,
Open University biologist David Robinson talks about his long relationship with the Galapagos
Islands and explores some of the issues raised in the video tracks.
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