
 
  

   
 

OpenLearn free course trailer 
Judicial Decision Making 
 
 
Narrator: 
 
Judges play a crucial role in ensuring that our society runs effectively and fairly. They can 
decide whether or not to punish an accused who is at fault for a collision or who gets custody 
of a child. But questions remain about how they do this. For instance, do judges merely apply 
the law? Or do they create new law? Is there any scope for bias to creep in at any point? And 
does a judge's background matter?  
 
This free OpenLearn course, Judicial decision making, explains how judges make decisions 
and answers these and other questions. You'll get the chance to play the part of a judge, 
answering questions such as whether or not a Pringle is a crisp. You'll learn a smattering of 
Latin phrases used by lawyers and how lawyers use their knowledge of the law to influence 
judges.  
 
If this sounds interesting, why not enroll and start studying this course today? 


