
  

 

Introducing environment 
Shopping by bus 
 
At first glance, a bus may not appear an environmentally-friendly way of getting to the 
supermarket.  
 
After all, it uses fossil fuels and produces carbon dioxide emissions just like cars. So it must 
be bad for the environment, mustn’t it? 
 
Well….yes and no. Taking the bus rather than car can be better because of the number of 
people that can travel on it. 
 
When full, buses use a lot less fuel per passenger and therefore produce lower carbon 
dioxide emissions. 
 
The more people on the bus, the lower the impact on the environment. 
However, at certain times of day there are very few passengers using particular routes.  
 
Buses are only environmentally economical if they carry 10 or more passengers at a time. 
Any less and their emissions level per person rises above that of car. 
 
It’s estimated that over nine-tenths of people in cities live within walking distance of a bus 
service and never use it.  
 
There are times when using a bus isn’t an option for some people in the UK. However, there’s 
no doubt a proportion of their journeys could be replaced by the bus.  
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